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To introducethe conceptof anabstractin anacademicpaper
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What is an Abstract?



ÅA short summary (150 ɀ350 words) that highlights the key points 
of an academic paper, including but not limited to:

a) Objectives of the paper
b) Reasons for preparing the paper
c) Findings Concluded

ÅA miniature version of the whole paper, thus it is critical to only 
include key findings, in order to provide a clear and concise 
summary.
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Purpose of an 
Abstract



ÅAllows readers to grasp the essence of the paper, without needing to 
read the entire paper.

ÅPrepares readers to observe the flow of the paper, since the points in an 
abstract are structured in the same order.

ÅMost importantly, an abstract can assist readers in remembering major 
points from the paper.
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Contents of an 
Abstract



1.Introduction / Background

A general idea of what the paper is about; a broad idea of the research.

2.What is Addressed

This section focuses on what is being addressed, i.e. the subject or topic 
that is being examined in the paper.

3.Previous Research

An overview of what is already known about the subject.
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4.Rationale and Goals

The main reasons behind why the subject is being addressed, the 
importance behind it and what is the outcome desired from this 
research. 

-4Ï ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÁÎ ÅÁÓÉÅÒ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓȟ Á ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÙÏÕ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈ ÉÓ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ 
ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÔÏÐÉÃȩȟ ×ÈÙ ÉÓ ÉÔ ×ÏÒÔÈ ÅØÐÌÏÒÉÎÇȩȱȢ

5.Methods

A brief summary on how you have approached your findings.
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6. Principal findings or results, and observational errors

What are your key results? Are there any errors that had influenced your 
result outcome?

7. The significance of your findings or results

Are the findings expected? If not, what are the possible reasons behind 
such findings?; Does it impact previous research and how does it differ?
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Example of a Good Abstract



Writing Style and 
Formatting of an 
Abstract


