+« YOUNG

3 NVENTORS
JOURNAL

Module 10
AGuidetoWrite | oo ——=
anAbstractinan | e o
Academic Style 3

Paper



ODbjectives

Tointroducethe conceptof anabstractin anacademicpaper

# YOUNG
JNVENTORS
JOURNAL



Content

kWD

What is an Abstract
Purpose of an Abstract
Contents of an Abstract

Writing Style and Formatting of
an Abstract

5. Writing an Abstract

4EA $11600

&
g

YOUNG
3 NVENTORS
JOURNAL



+« YOUNG

# §NVENTORS
¥ JOURNAL




Title, Author,
Abstract,
Keywords

AA short summary (159 350words) that highlights the key points
of an academic paper, including but not limited to:

a) Objectives of the paper

b) Reasons for preparing the paper
c) Findings Concluded Methods

A A miniature version of the whole paper, thus it is critical to only Results
Include key findings, in order to provide a clear and concise
summary.

Discussion/

Conclusion
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Purpose of an
Abstract




AAllows readers to grasp the essence of the paper, without needing to
read the entire paper.

APrepares readers to observe the flow of the paper, since the points in an
abstract are structured in the same order.

AMost importantly, an abstract can assist readers in remembering major
points from the paper.
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Contents of an
Abstract



1.Introduction / Background

A general idea of what the paper is about; a broad idea of the research.

2. What is Addressed

This section focuses on what is being addressed, i.e. the subject or topic
that is being examined in the paper.

3.Previous Research

An overview of what is already known about the subject.
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4 Rationale and Goals

The main reasons behind why the subject is being addressed, the

Importance behind it and what is the outcome desired from this
research.
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5.Methods

A brief summary on how you have approached your findings.
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6. Principafindings or results, and observational errors

What are your key results? Are there any errors that had influenced your
result outcome?

7. Thesignificance of your findings or results

Are the findings expected? If not, what are the possible reasons behind
such findings?; Does it impact previous research and how does it differ?
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Example of a Good Abstract

“The growing economic resemblance of spouses has
contributed to rising inequality by increasing the number of
couples in which there are two high- or two low-earning
partners. The dominant explanation for this trend is increased
assortative mating. Previous research has primarily relied on
cross-sectional data and thus has been unable to disentangle
changes in assortative mating from changes in the division of
spouses’ paid labor—a potentially key mechanism given the
dramatic rise in wives’ labor supply. We use data from the
Panel Study of Income Dynamics (PSID) to decompose the
increase in the correlation between spouses’ earnings and its
contribution to inequality between 1970 and 2013 into parts
due to (a) changes in assortative mating, and (b) changes in
the division of paid labor. Contrary to what has often been
assumed, the rise of economic homogamy and its contribution
to inequality is largely attributable to changes in the division of
paid labor rather than changes in sorting on earnings or
earnings potential. Our findings indicate that the rise of
economic homogamy cannot be explained by hypotheses
centered on meeting and matching opportunities, and they
show where in this process inequality is generated and where it
is not.” (p. 985)

The first sentence introduces the topic under
study (the “economic resemblance of spouses”).
This sentence also implies the question underlying
this research study: what are the various causes—
and the interrelationships among them—for this
trend?

These next two sentences explain what previous
research has demonstrated. By pointing out the
limitations in the methods that were used in
previous studies, they also provide a rationale for
new research.

The data, research and analytical methods used in
this new study.

The major findings from and implications and
significance of this study.
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Writing Style and

Formatting of an
Abstract




